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What It Specifies

The response taxonomy declares: alert (notify operators of preliminary detection),
evaluate (deploy investigation resources), deploy (deploy operational response),

engage (initiate active countermeasures). Each level requires declared admissibility.

Events progress through the response levels as evidence accumulates. Preliminary
detection enters at alert; multi-source corroboration enters at evaluate; high-
confidence classification enters at deploy; defense-grade confirmed engagement

enters at engage.

Why It Matters Structurally

Single-level response produces architectural rigidity. Real environmental events

require graduated response; the architecture must support the gradation structurally.

Graduated response produces structural flexibility. Each level has declared
requirements; events progress through levels under declared transitions; the

resulting response is auditable.

How It Composes With Mesh Operation
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The architecture defines the response-level taxonomy, the level-transition criteria,
and the per-level operational integration. Implementations apply the architecture;

response operations proceed within the framework.

Response composes with other features. Cross-jurisdictional response, byzantine-
robust response under contested events, and dispute mechanism for response-

decision disputes all build on the graduated-response primitive.

What This Enables

Defense environmental-response operations gain structurally-graduated support.

Civilian critical-infrastructure response gains the same.

The architecture also supports response evolution. As operational doctrine evolves,

response taxonomies update through governance procedures.



