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How to Add Governed Autonomy to a
Healthcare or Defense Platform

Teams deploying autonomous agents into healthcare, defense, and
other high-consequence settings need every action to be permitted,
held, or stopped before it commits, with a record that reconstructs
why. This guide walks through the architectural approach for
building that: a composite admissibility gate over four cognition
primitives (admissibility, confidence gating, capability bounds, and
lineage). The approach described here is disclosed in United States
Patent Application 19/647,395 under its Applications inventive step;
it is an architecture you implement, not a library you install.

What You Are Building

You are building a control layer that sits between an autonomous agent's decision to act
and the point where that action actually commits. In a regulated domain, "the model
produced an output" is not the same as "the system is permitted to do this now." A
clinical assistant may reason perfectly well about a medication change and still lack
authorization to enact one. A defense system may correctly identify a target and still be
prohibited from engaging it. The gap between reasoning and committing is where

governed autonomy lives.
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The people who need this are teams shipping agents into settings where a wrong action
is expensive, irreversible, or legally accountable: healthcare, defense, industrial control,
autonomous vehicles, surgical robotics. The shared requirement is that every

consequential action must be permitted, gated, or suspended before it commits,

and that afterward you can reconstruct exactly why the system did what it did.

This guide describes an architecture disclosed in United States Patent Application
19/647,395. It is a design you build yourself, faithful to that filing. It is not a shipping

product, it has not been benchmarked here, and there is no package to install.

Why the Obvious Approaches Fall Short

The common approaches each solve part of the problem and leave a structural gap.

Alignment training (RLHF and related methods) shapes a model's outputs
toward preferred behavior using reward signals derived from external feedback. This is
a real and useful technique. But it operates on statistical tendencies baked into weights,
not on a persistent, inspectable state the running system maintains about its own
readiness. A well-aligned model can still emit a confident, fluent action in a situation
where the correct move is to stop and ask. Training biases the distribution; it does not

give you a hard gate at commit time.

Guardrails and output filters check a generated result against rules after the model
produces it. Accurate as far as they go, but a post-generation filter evaluates the
finished output, not the decision to act, and it typically has no memory of the agent's

trajectory across a session.

Approval chains route consequential actions through human sign-off. Necessary in
many domains, but a naive approval chain shares state and can become a rubber stamp:
if the same confidence signal that convinced the system also feeds the reviewer's

context, the "independent” check is not independent.



Runtime pause/resume systems can suspend execution, but conventionally they do
so reactively, in response to an external failure or a resource interruption. They recover

after something goes wrong rather than stopping before it does.

The structural gap common to all of these: none maintains, as first-class persistent
state, the agent's own continuously computed assessment of whether it is presently
permitted to act, coupled to a gate that can withhold execution before commitment and
a record that makes the decision reconstructible. That combination is what the

disclosed architecture supplies.

The Architecture

The disclosed approach composes four cognition primitives into a single composite
admissibility evaluator that every proposed action must pass before it commits.
Execution is treated not as the default state but as a revocable permission that must

be continuously earned.

1. Admissibility (the gate). Each proposed change to the agent's state (each
"mutation") is evaluated against an admissibility profile before it is allowed. In the
disclosure, actions belong to a governed taxonomy of action types, and each type carries
an admissibility profile: a structured set of minimum and maximum thresholds on the
agent's state fields under which that action is available. An action whose type is not
admissible under current conditions is rejected even if it would otherwise look fine.
Critically, the disclosure enforces a separation of concerns: dispositional state (how the
agent is "leaning") can modulate how it thinks but cannot grant authority, relax policy
bounds, or authorize an action governance has denied. The gate is not an advisory score

the agent can talk itself past.

2. Confidence gating (the governor). A confidence governor continuously
computes whether the conditions for execution remain satisfied and withdraws

authorization when they do not. The disclosure is explicit that this is a hard gate, not a



soft constraint: when the governor withdraws authorization, execution ceases, and the
agent cannot override the withdrawal through urgency, self-assessment, or policy
reinterpretation. When readiness is insufficient, the agent transitions into a non-
executing cognitive mode in which it keeps reasoning and evaluating candidates but
commits nothing to verified state. In the defense embodiment, confidence is computed
from structured inputs (target identification, rules-of-engagement compliance,
collateral-damage assessment, and chain-of-command authorization) across graduated
thresholds from observation to warning to engagement, each demanding progressively
higher confidence. Authorization is revocable during execution: the governor re-
evaluates at each cycle and can revoke a permission it previously granted if conditions

change.

3. Capability bounds (the envelope). A capability envelope confirms that the
contemplated action can structurally occur given the system's current physical and
resource state, and constrains the action set when it cannot. In embodied deployments
the envelope models physical affordances; when identity continuity of the substrate or
operator is compromised, the envelope reclassifies and narrows what is permitted,
feeding a reduced readiness signal to the governor. The disclosure combines the
governor, the integrity engine, and the capability envelope so that admissibility
requires concurrent satisfaction of confidence sufficiency, integrity compliance, and

capability confirmation. No single dimension can carry an action through on its own.

4. Lineage (the record). Every proposed mutation, every admissibility
determination, every field update, and every transition into non-executing mode is
recorded in a lineage field such that the agent's complete behavioral trajectory is
deterministically reconstructible from the lineage alone. This is what makes the system
accountable after the fact: in the defense embodiment the disclosure describes a
complete accountability chain from sensor data through confidence evaluation through

the escalation decision.



Quorum for the highest-consequence actions. For actions like lethal
engagement, the disclosure requires quorum-based authorization: multiple
independent channels (the confidence governor, the integrity engine, and a human
chain-of-command channel) must each independently confirm before the action
commits, and any single veto produces unconditional prohibition. The channels do not
share evaluation state, which is what prevents a confident-but-compromised
subsystem from biasing the others. This is the structural fix for the rubber-stamp

failure of naive approval chains.

Put together: a proposed action is checked for admissibility, must clear a hard
confidence gate, must be confirmed within capability bounds, is (for the most
consequential classes) independently confirmed by a quorum, and is recorded in

lineage whether it commits, is held, or suspends the agent.

How to Approach the Build

The following is an ordered path a developer can follow to implement the architecture.
The interface sketches below are illustrative only and are meant to convey shape, not

to be copied as a working library.

Step 1: Make execution a permission, not a default. Route every consequential
action through a single choke point that returns one of three outcomes rather than a

boolean. Everything downstream depends on this being the only path to commitment.

# Illustrative only, not a runnable API.
decision = gate.evaluate(proposed_action, agent_state, policy)
# decision.outcome in { PERMIT, GATE, SUSPEND }



Step 2: Define your action taxonomy and admissibility profiles as policy,
not code. Enumerate the consequential action types for your domain (in clinical
settings, for example, distinct interaction and intervention modalities) and give each a
profile of threshold conditions under which it is available. Keep these in signed,
versioned governance policy so a deploying organization can change the behavioral

repertoire without touching the architecture.

Step 3: Build the confidence governor as a hard gate. Compute a confidence
value from the structured inputs that matter in your domain, compare against an
execution-authorization threshold, and make the "stop"” path unconditional. Define the
non-executing cognitive mode explicitly: the agent keeps evaluating candidate actions
against the admissibility criteria but writes nothing to verified state until a candidate

clears or an external intervention arrives.

# Illustrative only.

if confidence < authorization_threshold:
agent.enter_non_executing_mode() # keep reasoning; commit nothing
return SUSPEND

Step 4: Model the capability envelope and require concurrent satisfaction.
Represent what the system can currently do (resources, physical affordances, verified
operator/substrate identity). Make the composite gate require confidence and integrity
and capability together, so no dimension alone admits an action. Wire identity-

continuity failures to narrow the envelope and lower the governor's readiness signal.

Step 5: Add quorum for irreversible or lethal-class actions. For your highest-
consequence action classes, require independent confirmation from separate channels
that do not share evaluation state, including a human channel. Enforce single-veto
prohibition. This is deliberately stricter and slower; reserve it for actions that warrant it

and relax it for lower-consequence classes per policy.



Step 6: Record lineage on every path. Log the proposed action, the composite
determination, the field values at evaluation time, and any transition into non-
executing mode, on permit, gate, and suspend alike. Design the record so the trajectory
is reconstructible from lineage alone; that is the property auditors and post-incident

reviewers will rely on.

Step 7: Re-evaluate during execution, not only at the gate. Treat authorization
as revocable. Re-run the governor at each cycle for actions that unfold over time, and
define what "revoke mid-action" means safely in your domain (for embodied systems
the disclosure describes governed degradation to a safe state rather than an abrupt

shutdown, which can itself be hazardous).

What This Does Not Give You

This is an architecture, not a drop-in library. There is no SDK to install and nothing
here "just works" out of the box. You implement each primitive, define the policies, and

integrate with your own agent runtime and domain systems.

It is disclosed in a patent filing. It has not been benchmarked in this guide, and nothing
here should be read as a performance claim, a safety certification, or a promise of
regulatory compliance. Meeting healthcare or defense regulatory obligations is your
responsibility and depends on your full system, your data handling, and your

validation, not on adopting this pattern.

The architecture governs whether and when an action commits; it does not make the
underlying model correct. A confidence gate over a poorly grounded model still governs
a poorly grounded model. The quorum, capability, and lineage mechanisms reduce the
chance of an unauthorized or unrecoverable action and make decisions auditable; they

do not substitute for domain validation, human oversight, or the legal and ethical



review any high-consequence deployment requires. It also adds latency and operational
complexity, so it is a poor fit for low-stakes, high-throughput settings where a wrong

action is cheap to reverse.

Disclosure Scope

The architecture described in this guide, including the composite admissibility
evaluator, the confidence governor as a hard revocable-permission gate, the capability
envelope, quorum-based authorization, and the deterministically reconstructible
lineage record, is disclosed in United States Patent Application 19/647,395. This guide
is educational: it explains the disclosed approach so a skilled developer can understand
and implement it themselves. It is not a warranty, a certification, a grant of rights, or an

offer of software, and it does not describe a shipping product or a benchmarked system.
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Same primitives. Different domains. One architecture.

Chapter 13_(/patents/19-647395/chapters/applications)
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