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Cohere's Enterprise LLM Has No Semantic Admissibility Gate

by Nick Clark | Published March 27,2026 | PDE

Cohere built its LLM platform explicitly for enterprise deployment, with features including retrieval-augmented generation, embeddings, reranking, and
fine-tuning designed for organizational use cases. The enterprise focus produces models that are more controlled and more grounded than general-purpose
alternatives. But Cohere's inference API returns model output without evaluating it against persistent semantic state at the point of generation. Grounding
reduces hallucination. Safety filtering removes harmful content. Neither evaluates whether the output is semantically admissible given the application's
ongoing state. Inference control provides this missing gate.

What Cohere built
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Cohere's enterprise platform provides Generate, Embed, Rerank, and Chat endpoints with RAG capabilities. The models are trained for enterprise
contexts: more conservative output, better grounding in provided documents, and strong multilingual capability. Fine-tuning enables organizations to
specialize models for their domain. The platform is designed to be deployed within enterprise security perimeters through private deployment options.

Safety mechanisms include content filtering, prompt injection detection, and citation generation that provides traceability. These features address
important enterprise requirements. They govern the content properties of the output, not the semantic relationship between the output and the application's
persistent state.

The gap between safe output and admissible output

Safe output passes content filters: it is not toxic, not harmful, not factually unsupported given the grounding documents. Admissible output is semantically
appropriate given the full context: the application's state, the user's interaction history, the normative constraints of the domain, and the ongoing semantic
direction of the conversation or workflow. An output can be safe and inadmissible simultaneously.

A legal research tool using Cohere's API may receive a well-grounded, cited response that accurately summarizes relevant case law but is semantically
inadmissible because the application is in a workflow state where the user has already narrowed the research direction, and the response reopens a line of
inquiry that was deliberately excluded. The output is factually correct and properly cited. It is semantically inconsistent with the application's state.

What inference control enables

With an admissibility gate at the API level, every response is evaluated against the application's persistent semantic state before returning. The application
provides semantic context alongside the inference request, and the gate evaluates whether the model's output is admissible given that context. Outputs that
fail admissibility trigger regeneration with tighter semantic constraints or informative responses about why the original output was inadmissible.

The lineage recording property provides enterprises with a computable record of every inference decision: what was generated, what was admitted, what
was rejected and why. This record enables both compliance auditing and continuous improvement of the admissibility criteria based on observed patterns.

The structural requirement

Cohere's enterprise focus is genuine and its safety features are valuable. The gap is the distinction between safe and admissible. Inference control provides
the semantic admissibility gate that evaluates every output against persistent application state, the rollback mechanism for inadmissible outputs, and the
lineage recording that gives enterprises a complete audit trail of governed inference decisions. The enterprise LLM that governs semantic admissibility
produces output that is not just safe but appropriate for the specific context in which it will be used.

Inference Control All 21 steps —

Govern inference at the point of generation.
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Subject to one or more pending U.S. and international patent applications, see Patents for the current list and status. No license, express or implied, is
granted. Any use requires a separate written agreement— see Licensing. Patent applications referenced on this site are pending. Claim scope, if any, is
subject to examination and may issue in altered form or not at all. See Legal for terms and conditions.

Adaptive Query™ is a trademark of Nicholas Clark. U.S. federal registration is pending. federal registration. AQ™ , AQ Inside™ , Adaptive Index™ ,
Adaptive Network™ , Semantic Agent™ , @ AQ™ , AQID™ , and Adaptive Coin™ are used as trademarks in connection with the Adaptive Query platform
and brand. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.
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