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Legal advisory AI agents must maintain normative consistency: the same legal principle should produce the same advice across different clients and cases.
Current LLM-based legal tools generate plausible responses per query without tracking whether today's advice contradicts yesterday's position on the
same legal question. The three-domain integrity model and coherence trifecta provide structural mechanisms for legal agents to detect normative
deviation, maintain consistent positions across cases, and self-correct before delivering advice that contradicts their own established reasoning.

Why consistency is a structural requirement in legal advice
Legal reasoning depends on consistency. A legal principle applied one way in one case must be applied the same way in analogous cases unless the
distinguishing facts justify different treatment. Human lawyers maintain this consistency through training, experience, and institutional knowledge. AI
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legal advisors currently have no structural mechanism for it.

An LLM-based legal advisor may correctly analyze a contract clause for one client on Monday and analyze an identical clause differently for another
client on Tuesday, because each query is independent. The model generates the most plausible response for the current context without reference to its
prior positions. This inconsistency is not merely an aesthetic problem. In legal practice, it creates liability: if a firm's AI advisor gives contradictory advice
to different clients on the same legal question, the firm faces professional responsibility exposure.

The deviation function D=(N-T)/(E times S) provides a computable measure of how far a proposed advisory output deviates from the agent's established
normative position. When the deviation exceeds a threshold, the agent flags the inconsistency before delivering the advice, enabling review and correction
rather than silent contradiction.

Three-domain integrity for legal reasoning
The three-domain integrity model tracks consistency across behavioral, normative, and relational domains. For legal advisory agents, these domains map
directly to legal practice requirements.

Behavioral integrity ensures the agent's analytical methods remain consistent. If the agent applies a strict constructionist interpretation to one contract, it
should apply the same interpretive framework to similar contracts unless the engagement specifically calls for a different approach. Deviation in analytical
method is flagged even when the conclusion happens to be similar.

Normative integrity tracks the agent's positions on legal principles. Once the agent has taken a position that a particular statutory provision should be
interpreted in a specific way, the normative domain records that position. Subsequent analyses involving the same provision are checked for consistency.
Deviation triggers review before the analysis is delivered.

Relational integrity monitors the agent's consistency in how it treats different clients and cases. An agent that provides thorough analysis for large matters
and perfunctory analysis for small matters exhibits relational integrity deviation. Governance constraints ensure consistent quality across the agent's
advisory relationships.

Self-correction through coping intercepts
When a legal advisory agent detects normative deviation, coping intercepts provide structured response mechanisms. The agent does not simply flag the
inconsistency and stop. It evaluates whether the deviation is justified by distinguishing facts, whether the earlier position should be revised based on new
legal developments, or whether the current analysis contains an error that should be corrected.

This self-correction process mirrors how experienced lawyers handle inconsistency in their own reasoning. They do not simply apply prior positions
mechanically. They evaluate whether changed circumstances justify a different position and, if so, document the reasoning for the change. The agent's
coping intercept performs the same evaluation structurally.

The coherence trifecta, integrating integrity, empathy, and self-esteem functions, ensures that self-correction is calibrated. The agent does not become
paralyzed by minor deviations or overly rigid in applying prior positions. The self-esteem function maintains appropriate confidence in the agent's
analytical capability while the integrity function ensures normative consistency.

Practical deployment in legal practice
For law firms deploying AI legal advisors, integrity and coherence provide the structural guarantee that the AI's output maintains the consistency standards
the firm requires. Rather than relying on human review to catch contradictory advice across different matters, the structural deviation function catches
inconsistencies before they reach the reviewing attorney.

For legal departments in corporations, normative consistency across the AI advisor's output ensures that the company's legal positions are coherent. The
agent does not inadvertently take contradictory positions on the same legal question in different business contexts.

For regulatory compliance, the integrity audit log provides evidence that the agent's advisory outputs were checked for normative consistency and that
deviations were evaluated and resolved. This structural record supplements the professional responsibility framework that governs legal advisory services.

Integrity & Coherence All 21 steps →

Track normative consistency. Detect deviation. Self-correct.

Primary Technical Disclosure
○ The Coherence Trifecta: Empathy, Integrity, and Self-Esteem as a Unified Control Loop
Secondary Technical
○ Coping Under Empathic Pressure: HSP, Narcissism, and Psychopathy as Control-Loop Intercepts○ Three-Domain Integrity Model○ Deviation Function
D=(N-T)/(ExS)○ Self-Esteem as Internal Validator○ Deviation as Deterministic Semantic Mutation○ Integrity Structural Placement○ Empathy as
Distributed Moral Load○ Coherence Trifecta Control Loop○ Coping Intercept Patterns○ Integrity Deviation Logging○ Integrity Collapse Detection○
Redemption Engine○ Moral Trajectory Forecasting○ Integrity-Aware Trust Slope Validation○ Integrity-Confidence Cross-Primitive Coupling○ Integrity-
Modulated Discovery Traversal○ Integrity-Aware Multi-Agent Negotiation○ Biological Signal Coupling for Integrity○ Policy-Based Integrity
Constraints○ Integrity Field Portability○ Predictive Deviation Alerting○ Governed Forgetting○ Predictive Social Modeling
Applications (General)
○ Autonomous Vehicle Ethical Decision-Making Through Computable Integrity○ Financial Trading Systems That Track Their Own Normative
Consistency● Integrity and Coherence for Legal Advisory Agents○ Integrity and Coherence for Government Policy Agents○ Integrity and Coherence for
Journalism Editorial Agents○ Integrity and Coherence for Environmental Compliance Agents○ Integrity and Coherence for Insurance Underwriting
Agents○ Integrity and Coherence for Social Media Moderation Agents
Applications (Specific)
○ Waymo's Ethical Decisions Have No Normative Memory○ Cruise's Safety System Cannot Track Its Own Consistency○ JPMorgan's Trading
Compliance Has No Normative Trajectory○ Palantir's Analytics Cannot Monitor Their Own Normative Drift○ Aurora's Self-Driving Stack Has No
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Normative Memory○ Nuro's Delivery Robots Optimize Without Normative Tracking○ Zoox Plans Maneuvers Without Tracking Normative Drift○
Motional Validates Safety Without Governing Normative Trajectory○ Argo AI's Shutdown Reveals the Cost of Missing Normative Architecture○
comma.ai Learns to Drive Without Learning Ethics
Integrity & Coherence overview →
AQ
deterministic
autonomy

Legal

Subject to one or more pending U.S. and international patent applications, see Patents for the current list and status. No license, express or implied, is
granted. Any use requires a separate written agreement—see Licensing. Patent applications referenced on this site are pending. Claim scope, if any, is
subject to examination and may issue in altered form or not at all. See Legal for terms and conditions.

Adaptive Query™ is a trademark of Nicholas Clark. U.S. federal registration is pending. federal registration. AQ™, AQ Inside™, Adaptive Index™,
Adaptive Network™, Semantic Agent™, @AQ™, AQID™, and Adaptive Coin™ are used as trademarks in connection with the Adaptive Query platform
and brand. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

Platform operated by Adaptive Query LLC, which provides patent and trademark licensing services. Copyright © 2025-2026 Nicholas Clark. All rights
reserved.
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