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Legal practice requires jurisdiction-specific competence. An attorney licensed in New York cannot practice California law without separate qualification.
AI legal tools currently operate without any equivalent jurisdiction or practice area gating: the same model provides advice on contract law, criminal
procedure, and tax regulation regardless of whether it has demonstrated competence in any of these areas for the relevant jurisdiction. Skill gating applies
the bar certification model to legal AI, requiring demonstrated competence in each practice area and jurisdiction before the system is authorized to provide
advice in that domain.

The competence gap in legal AI
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Legal reasoning is jurisdiction-specific. Contract interpretation varies between common law and civil law jurisdictions. Employment law differs between
states. Tax treatment varies between federal and state jurisdictions. A legal AI system that provides competent advice on Delaware corporate law may
provide dangerously wrong advice on California corporate law because the governing statutes, case law, and regulatory frameworks differ.

Current legal AI systems make no distinction between jurisdictions or practice areas in their authorization to operate. They generate legal analysis based
on their training data without structural awareness of whether they have competence in the specific jurisdiction and practice area being queried. The user
must independently assess whether the system's output is reliable for their specific legal context.

For non-expert users, this assessment is impossible. They cannot evaluate whether the AI's contract analysis reflects the law of their jurisdiction. For
attorneys, the assessment requires the same jurisdictional expertise that the AI is supposed to provide. The absence of competence gating means that the
AI's most dangerous outputs, those that confidently cite law from the wrong jurisdiction, are precisely the ones that users are least equipped to catch.

Jurisdiction and practice area gating
Skill gating structures legal AI capability around jurisdiction-practice area pairs. The system begins with general legal information capabilities: explaining
legal concepts, describing procedural frameworks, and identifying relevant areas of law. Specific advisory capabilities are locked behind evidence gates
that require demonstrated competence.

To unlock advisory capability for contract law in a specific jurisdiction, the system must demonstrate competence on a validated set of contract law
scenarios for that jurisdiction, including statutory interpretation, case law application, and practical drafting considerations. The evidence gate evaluates
not just whether the system reaches correct conclusions but whether it applies the correct jurisdiction's law and identifies jurisdiction-specific nuances.

This granular gating prevents the system from conflating legal frameworks across jurisdictions. A system certified for employment law in New York
cannot provide employment law advice for Texas because the capability gate is jurisdiction-specific. The user receives the structural guarantee that the
system's advice is grounded in demonstrated competence for their specific legal context.

Continuing competence as law evolves
Law changes continuously. New statutes are enacted, courts issue opinions that modify legal interpretation, and regulatory agencies promulgate rules. A
legal AI system that was competent last year may be applying outdated law this year. Skill gating includes continuing competence requirements that
mirror the continuing legal education requirements for human attorneys.

Regression detection monitors the system's performance against current legal standards. When new legislation changes the governing framework for a
jurisdiction-practice area pair, the system's existing certification for that domain is flagged for re-evaluation. The system must demonstrate competence
under the updated legal framework before its certification is renewed.

This temporal governance prevents the common legal AI failure of providing advice based on superseded law. The system's certification for each
jurisdiction-practice area pair carries an expiration that is triggered by legal changes, not just by calendar time. When the law changes, the certification
must be renewed through demonstrated competence under the new framework.

Professional responsibility for legal AI
For law firms deploying legal AI, skill gating provides the competence governance that professional responsibility rules demand. The firm can
demonstrate that its AI tools are authorized to advise only in jurisdiction-practice area pairs where competence has been validated. Certification tokens
document which capabilities the system has earned and when they were last validated.

For bar associations and legal regulators, skill gating provides a framework for regulating AI legal services. Rather than the binary choice between
banning AI legal advice and permitting it without qualification, skill gating enables regulated authorization based on demonstrated, jurisdiction-specific
competence. The regulatory framework mirrors the existing licensing structure for human practitioners.

For clients, skill gating means that AI legal advice comes with structural competence guarantees. The system's advice on their specific legal matter is
backed by demonstrated competence for their jurisdiction and practice area. The governance provides accountability that current AI legal tools do not
offer.

LLM & Skill Gating All 21 steps →

The model proposes. The agent decides.

Primary Technical Disclosure
○ AI-Mediated Curriculum and Progressive Capability Unlocking Using Semantic Performance States
Secondary Technical
○ LLM as Structurally Untrusted Proposal Generator○ Mutation-Validation-Arbitration Pipeline○ Hallucination Prevention via Structural Starvation○
Trust Weight Calibration and Decay○ Evidence-Based Capability Gating○ Certification Token Generation○ Narrative State and Personality Architecture○
Skill Regression Detection and Capability Revocation○ Arbitration as Semantic Event○ Structural Starvation Composability○ Multi-Turn Memory
Isolation○ Curriculum Engine Progressive Unlock○ Multimodal Evaluation Pipeline○ Multimodal Anti-Gaming Substrate○ Professional Skill Gating
Applications○ Embodied Skill Gating○ Biological Identity Skill Binding○ Security and Drift Detection Layer○ Validation Feedback Asymmetry
Applications (General)
○ Enterprise AI Progressive Deployment Through Earned Capability○ Educational Platform Competency Through Structural Certification○ LLM and
Skill Gating for Medical Licensing● LLM and Skill Gating for Legal Practice Certification○ LLM and Skill Gating for Aviation Pilot Training Systems○
LLM and Skill Gating for Financial Advisor Certification○ LLM and Skill Gating for Cybersecurity Skill Progression○ LLM and Skill Gating for
Manufacturing Quality Systems
Applications (Specific)
○ Duolingo's AI Unlocks Content, Not Capability○ Khanmigo Tutors Without Skill Gates○ Coursera Certifies Completion, Not Competence○ GitHub
Copilot Suggests Everything It Can Generate○ Pearson Assesses Knowledge Without Gating Capability Progression○ Chegg Provides Answers Without
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Gating Understanding○ Grammarly Corrects Writing Without Gating Writing Skill○ Photomath Solves Problems Without Building Problem-Solving
Skill○ Century Tech Adapts Content Without Structural Skill Gates○ Squirrel AI Diagnoses Gaps Without Gating Progression
LLM & Skill Gating overview →
AQ
deterministic
autonomy

Legal

Subject to one or more pending U.S. and international patent applications, see Patents for the current list and status. No license, express or implied, is
granted. Any use requires a separate written agreement—see Licensing. Patent applications referenced on this site are pending. Claim scope, if any, is
subject to examination and may issue in altered form or not at all. See Legal for terms and conditions.

Adaptive Query™ is a trademark of Nicholas Clark. U.S. federal registration is pending. federal registration. AQ™, AQ Inside™, Adaptive Index™,
Adaptive Network™, Semantic Agent™, @AQ™, AQID™, and Adaptive Coin™ are used as trademarks in connection with the Adaptive Query platform
and brand. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

Platform operated by Adaptive Query LLC, which provides patent and trademark licensing services. Copyright © 2025-2026 Nicholas Clark. All rights
reserved.

Last updated: 2026-03-03
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