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What Cross-Platform Reader Activation Specifies

A discovery query for tracked objects (Apple AirTags, Google Find My Device tags,

Tile trackers, emerging cross-platform tags) involves activating readers — devices in

the broader ecosystem capable of detecting and reporting the tracked object. Cross-

platform activation extends this to readers across platform boundaries: an Apple-

credentialed reader detecting a Google-credentialed tracker, or vice versa, under

credentialed cross-recognition policies.

The architectural primitive treats reader activation as a credentialed observation. The

activating authority (the searching consumer's authority, possibly augmented by

emergency-credentialing authorities for urgent searches) requests reader

participation; cross-platform readers admit the activation through credentialed cross-

recognition; readers respond with credentialed observations of detected objects.

Why IETF DULT Specifies Behavior But Not
Architecture

IETF DULT (Detecting Unwanted Location Trackers) specifies behavioral

interoperability between trackers and detectors: how trackers should advertise, how

detectors should detect, how unwanted-tracker scenarios should be handled. The

Nick Clark

http://localhost:4173/nick-clark


specification works at the protocol level; it doesn't address the architectural primitive

that supports the cross-platform activation patterns DULT enables.

The architectural gap is significant for the post-AirTag tracking ecosystem. Apple

Find My, Google Find My Device, and emerging cross-platform interoperability

efforts all need reader-activation patterns that DULT doesn't specify architecturally.

Each platform reconstructs the architectural pattern proprietarily; cross-platform

interoperability struggles with the architectural mismatches.

How Credentialed Reader Activation Composes
With DULT

The architectural primitive operates above DULT. DULT continues to specify the

protocol-level behavior between trackers and detectors. The architectural primitive

specifies the credentialing chain that admits cross-platform reader activation, the

cross-recognition policies that govern which platforms admit which activation

authorities, and the structural anti-stalking governance that prevents abuse of the

activation capability.

Anti-stalking governance is structurally important. Cross-platform reader activation

creates capability that, without governance, could be misused for surveillance of

individuals. The architectural primitive embeds the anti-stalking discipline into

credentialing: activation authorities are themselves credentialed against anti-stalking

criteria, with structural standing for tracked-object owners to challenge.

What This Enables for Cross-Platform Tracking

Apple Find My and Google Find My Device gain structural cross-platform

interoperability that DULT-only architectures handle inconsistently. Tile, Samsung

SmartThings, and emerging cross-platform tracking gain the same architectural



foundation. Lost-object recovery scales across the global reader population (any

participating device, regardless of platform, can be a reader).

Anti-stalking governance scales with the architecture. Detection of unwanted

tracking, structural standing for individuals to challenge, credentialed enforcement

against bad actors — all operate through the same primitive that supports legitimate

cross-platform tracking. The patent positions the primitive at the architectural layer

DULT and similar specifications are converging toward but not architecting directly.


